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business of the Terrorists, and although he came back to Cainbrai, it was
after the fall of Robespierre, and the consequent end of the deluge of blood,
which for a year had re-enacted all over unhappy France horrors exceeding
in extent and atrocity those even of the ancient proscriptions of Marius
and Sulla! The four Sisters of Charity, whose noble lives and heroic
deaths are among the brightest glories of the French Church, were
Beatified by Benedict XV, i3th June, I92O.1
JUNE 28
SOUTHWORTH, THE BLESSED JOHN, PRIEST, MARTYR
(1592-1654).    Beatified Dec, 15, 1929.
GREAT interest attaches to this venerable sufferer for the Faith by reason
of the fact that very recently (December, 1927), his sacred remains
were translated from Douay to England for (temporary) reinterment
at St Edmund's College, Ware, which shares with Ushaw the honour
of being the representative of Cardinal Allen's famous Foundation.
John Southworth was the son of a member of the junior branch of the
Southworths of Samlesbury Hall, Blackburn. The estate, which came
to the family in the fourteenth century, was at the time of the martyr's
birth, very much reduced owing, to the heavy fines and other exactions of
the Recusancy Laws. John Southworth, the Martyr, the subject of these
remarks, was born in 1592. Under the name of Lee, he was admitted
into Douay College, July, 1613, and was ordained priest, Holy Saturday,
1618, and on the 28th of June of the following year, he left *the College
to enter the Benedictines at Douay. He apparently did not remain, for on
13th December, 1619, he received faculties from the President of the
English College and left for the Mission.2 He paid a visit to his Alma
Mater in March, 1624, and in July of that year went to Brussels where
he acted as Chaplain for a time to the Benedictine nuns there {Douay Diaries^
vols. x and xi passim, Cath. Rec. Society). His native Lancashire, however,
was the chief scene of his labours, and there he was arrested, and in 1627
sentenced to death for being a priest. As Charles I was on the Throne
and the Queen, Henrietta Maria, was a zealous Catholic, such sentences
at that time were usually followed by reprieves. It was so in this case,
though Mr Southworth was not released but kept a prisoner in Lancaster
Castle until transferred to the Clink Prison, London.
1 Justice swiftly overtook the infamous Lebon, who was arrested the following August, and
after a very prolonged trial, guillotined, October 15, 1794. The sprightly Duchess of Abrantes
in her Memoirs (vol. vii., pp* 213-14) states that this monster had once been noted for his gentle-
ness and urbanity I but had been ruined in character by Robespierre.
1 There is no commemoration of the BL J. Southworth in TAe Benedictine Almanac and
Guide, 1928 (Catholic Records Press, Exeter). The Martyr was among tht number (136) of
those declared Blessed by Pope Pius XI, December 15, 1929.